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As a statewide intermediary organization, Nevada Public Education Foundation:NPEF AT A GLANCE
Our Vision:      
· All youth are educated and ready to learn.
· All youth are experienced and ready for careers.
· All youth are connected to adults, peers, and educational services.
· All youth are confident and ready for life.
· A connected, operational infrastructure supports youth success.
Our Mission:
To secure and sustain resources that will assist, support and promote excellence in public education programs in Nevada.
Our Role: 
Champion quality education for Nevada’s youth.      
NPEF keeps the key issues at the forefront, by connecting educators and service providers to current information, best practices and models for replication. 
Be a catalyst for change. 
NPEF focuses on results for educating youth, not specific types of services, and is able to leverage resources and partnerships and drive changes in services to create better results.
Facilitate collaboration. 
NPEF works across disciplines and acts as the “glue” to convene and connect service providers around the key issues impacting youth.
Promote shared accountability. 
NPEF collects and measures the results of our work and investments in an effort to track progress, reflect on the direction of priorities and improve programs and services. 



· Connects schools, communities, government agencies, workplace partners, non-profits and youth organizations to improve outcomes for youth.
· Convenes local, regional and statewide organizations doing similar work to maximize resources and impact.
· Measures and improves programs and services.
· Sustains work by organizing public and private support and ensuring young people receive the education and resources they need to become productive, contributing members of society.
Our History
The Nevada Public Education Foundation (NPEF) was created in state statute in 1991 and, as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is governed by a volunteer Board of Trustees and funded by grants and donations. In 2003, NPEF gained traction on the high school dropout issue in Nevada. When a statewide education needs assessment was conducted by NPEF in 2004 to determine where to focus efforts, it became clear that too many youth were leaving high school without graduating. In response, the NPEF Board of Trustees committed to focusing on helping youth become “ready for life” through successful transitions at each developmental stage during their educational careers in Nevada and beyond. 
After more research and in collaboration with a steering committee of community leaders and stakeholders, NPEF launched Ready for Life™ in 2005, which quickly became a viable movement under NPEF’s visionary leadership. Established first in Southern Nevada, Ready for Life (RFL) expanded statewide in 2007, bolstered by funding allocated by the 2007 Nevada State Legislature. The funding was matched 100 percent by NPEF to build and expand Ready for Life, fund local RFL collaboratives, and develop an online statewide resource map of youth services and programs.  
and develop an online statewide resource map of youth services and programs.  GRADUATE ALL. . . READY FOR LIFE
Convened by NPEF – the only statewide education foundation – Ready for Life is a statewide collaborative movement to ensure all Nevada youth are “ready for life,” supported by a community ethic that values education.

Our Initiatives


[image: ]Ready for Life™
Ready for Life is a collaborative movement through which public and private organizations serving Nevada’s youth can partner to employ concrete strategies that will improve outcomes for youth and increase the likelihood that students are college and career ready. NPEF facilitates RFL efforts in Clark, Churchill, Esmeralda, Lyon, Nye, Storey and Washoe counties. With established RFL efforts, Clark, Churchill and Washoe counties have secured funding by leveraging the knowledge and planning of the larger effort. Between the years 2004-2010, almost $23.5 million was leveraged by RFL partners to serve youth in our communities. In the past year alone, our partners across Nevada leveraged over $18.65 million to support shared goals, as a result of the connections developed via Ready for Life.
Ready for Life brings together resources to address both academic and non-academic barriers to student success. Since its inception, the momentum surrounding RFL has resulted in a groundswell of support in a variety of sectors across the state for connecting youth to education, to the workforce and to society. 
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Over the past six years, NPEF secured nearly $2 million in grants and donations from public and private sources, awarding more than half of that in grants and seed funding.  NPEF partners with Nevada Community Foundation, Wells Fargo, USA Funds, and other private foundations to make grants that support education throughout Nevada, helping students become college and career ready.  Since 2005, NPEF has granted out over $1 million through the grant programs, impacting more than 105,000 students. 

Advancing Knowledge and Innovation
[image: NPEF_READY FOR LIFE LOGO]NPEF translates the resources acquired from our participation in national networks to improve policy and practice in Nevada. In this role, NPEF has been able to contribute to policy that positively impacts multiple systems. For example, RFL partnerships played a key role in getting 2007 Senate Bill 312 introduced and signed into law, providing credit-deficient students with new alternatives to attain the credits necessary for high school graduation.    
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Leveraged Funds by NPEF Partners 2004-2010

Leveraged by partners 2004-2009 $1,250,000

$3,526,000

Leveraged by partners in 2009

Leveraged by partners in 2010

$18,657,580
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