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Issues Facing Our Youth

Education and Graduation
· Nevada ranks last among states for high school graduation rates.
· In 2008, 34 of the 72 high schools were reported as “dropout factories” – a high school in which less than 60 percent of the students who start as freshmen make it to their senior year. Disconnected Youth
In “Connected by 25: Improving the Life Chances of the Country’s Most Vulnerable 14-24 Year Olds,” Wald and Martinez at Stanford University explored the individual, societal and economic costs related to unsuccessful transitions from youth into adulthood.  Their research makes the case that, if an individual has not successfully connected to the job market and does not have a strong connection to a social support network by age 25, negative consequences will likely emerge. 
According to Wald and Martinez, “disconnected” youth typically fall into one or more of the categories:
1. Youth who do not complete or drop out of high school.
2. Youth deeply involved in the juvenile justice system.
3. Youth who are pregnant or parenting.
4. Youth who have experienced foster care placement.
As individuals that are “disconnected” grow older, they will most likely live a significant portion of their life in poverty, either unemployed or marginally employed. (D. Besharov, America’s Disconnected Youth, 1999). 
Wald and Martinez at Stanford University advocate for a systematic and community-wide response to re-connecting these youth.  “There needs to be system that has responsibility for reaching out to those not making it, with adequate dedicated resources, in the same way that resources are provided for youth attending college.” 


· In 2009, Nevada decreased the number of these high schools from 34 to 28. 
· In 2010, Nevada’s fourth and eighth graders placed no higher than 43rd in math or reading on any of the most recent National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) exams.
· In 2010, only 26 percent of high school seniors and 11 percent of high school juniors took the SAT. Of that group, Nevada placed 35th nationally in critical reading, 39th in math and 40th in writing.
· Of the Nevada students who took the ACT in 2010, only 25 percent met all of the benchmark scores, meaning that 75 percent of those who took the ACT are likely to earn a “D” grade or lower in their college level classes of English Composition, Algebra, Social Sciences and Biology.
Employment
· About 63 percent of the 46.8 million job openings created by 2018 will require workers with at least some college education. 
· Thirteen percent of Nevada teens are not attending school or working, compared to the national average of eight percent. This is the highest state percentage in the United States.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Of Nevada’s young people age 18-24, 22 percent are not attending school, not working and have no degree beyond high school, compared to 16 percent nationwide. This state percentage has increased four percent in the past year.


GRADUATE ALL. . . READY FOR LIFE
Convened by NPEF – the only statewide education foundation – Ready for Life is a statewide collaborative movement to ensure all Nevada youth are “ready for life,” supported by a community ethic that values education.
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Teen Parenting
“I want the school to be a strict environment but also a learning environment.”
“It starts with the teachers. I want a safer place, a drug-free place, a gang-free place. If I had gone to a school like that, I would have been more comfortable. And if the teachers had been more motivated, I would have achieved more. I know there are kids that have people at home pushing them, but a lot of us didn’t have that. You need somebody to do that for you.”
What students are saying… on the Ideal School


“Teachers will tell you that whether you learn or not, they are still getting paid the same. I want teachers to be more like mentors. I want teachers to be there for you.”

“The school that I would love to go to is one where when I walk up to the school, I don’t see kids hanging out on the corner smoking or ditching. I want to walk into a classroom where we greet the teacher and the teacher is actually willing to help.”

· Twenty-seven percent of Nevada females are at risk for becoming teen mothers. In 2010, Nevada had the second highest teenage pregnancy rate in the country, with 90 teenage pregnancies per 1,000 or 7,900 births to teen parents.
· The average annual cost associated with a child born to a [image: NPEF_READY FOR LIFE LOGO]mother 17 or younger in Nevada is $3,040. Included in this cost are: public health care, child welfare, incarceration, lost tax revenue, and decreased earnings and spending capacity. In 2010, this equated to $24 million.
Effect of Dropping Out 
· Nevada’s estimated 23,900 students that dropped out from the class of 2010 did so at great costs to themselves and to their communities. Cutting that number of dropouts in half for this single high school class could result in tremendous economic benefits to the state. Below are the contributions that these 11,950 “potential graduates” would likely make to Nevada’s economy: 
· Earn as much as $107 million more in an average year compared to their likely earnings without a high school diploma,
· Spend an additional $78 million during an average year,
· Invest an additional $30 million during an average year,
· Purchase homes totaling in value as much as $299 million more than what they otherwise would have spent without a diploma,
· Spend up to an additional $13 million in vehicle purchases during an average year,
· Support as many as 700 new jobs and increase the gross state product by as much as $131 million through spending,
· Grow state tax revenues by as much as $7.8 million during an average year, and
· Pursue postsecondary education (45 percent).
· Had those who dropped out from the high school classes of 2009 and 2010 instead completed their studies and graduated, this group of students would have contributed to a lifetime of earnings of $11.6 billion. This figure represents the lost economic potential of almost $6 billion with each class of dropouts.
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